
Year 5 Autumn 1 Plan 

TOPIC: The Rainforest 

Subject  

Literacy Week 1 Week 2 Week 3 Week 4 Week 5 Week 6 Week 7 

Class Novel: 
 
The Explorer 
by Katherine 
Rundell 
 
 

Read Rainforest 
myths to understand 
a different culture. 
 
Reciprocal reading of 
the Jaguar-Man. 

Reciprocal reading 
on The Explorer 
chapter 1 and write a 
short description 
combining 
description, action 
and dialogue. 
 

Reciprocal reading of 
The Explorer. 
 
Identify features of 
newspaper reports, 
plan, draft and write 
own report based on 
the first chapter. 
 

Reciprocal reading of 
The Explorer. 
 
Write a character 
description of one of 
the four children in 
The Explorer. 
 
 

Reciprocal reading of 
The Explorer. 
 
Plan, draft and write 
own newspaper 
report based on the 
‘Rainforest 
Roadshow’. 

Reciprocal reading of 
The Explorer. 
 
Using geographical 
knowledge of the 
layers of the 
rainforest, write a 
powerful description 
from a bird’s eye 
view. 

Reciprocal reading 
of The Explorer.  
 
Blackout poetry 
based on ‘The 
Explorer’. 

SPAG Week 1 Week 2 Week 3 Week 4 Week 5 Week 6 Week 7 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Grammar: pronouns 
 
Spelling: -cious 
ending 

Grammar: expanding 
noun phrases and 
fronted adverbials 
 
Spelling: -tious or –
ious ending 

Grammar: direct and 
indirect speech 
 
Spelling: short vowel 
sound /i/ spelt y 

Grammar: plural and 
possessive 
 
 
Spelling: long vowel 
sound /i/ spelt y 

Grammar: relative 
clauses 
 
Spelling: 
homophones and 
near homophones 

Grammar: relative 
clauses 
 
Spelling: 
homophones and 
near homophones 

Grammar: relative 
clauses 
 
Spelling: revision 

Maths  Week 1 Week 2 Week 3 Week 4 Week 5 Week 6 Week 7 

 
Following 
White Rose 

Number to 10,000 
and Roman numerals 
to 1,000. 

Number to 100,000, 
compare and order 
numbers to 100,000 
and numbers to a 
million. 

Counting in multiples 
of 10, 
compare and order 
numbers to a million 
& negative numbers. 

Multiplying whole numbers and decimals by 
10, 100 and 1000. 

 
Converting units of measure. 

Multiply and divide 
drawing on known 

facts. 

Addition and 
subtraction 
including decimals. 

CLIC Week 1 Week 2 Week 3 Week 4 Week 5 Week 6 Week 7 

 
 

Jigsaw numbers to 
100 
 
Times table practice 
 
Addition and 
subtraction 
methods 

Round to the 
nearest 10, 100 
1,000 
 
Times table practice 
 
Co-ordinates 

Round numbers 
within 100,000  
 
Times table practice 
 
Multiples & factors 

Round numbers 
within 1,000,000 
 
Times table practice 
 
Common factors & 
prime numbers 
 

Place value work 
 
Times table practice 
 
Square numbers 
and cube numbers 

Doubling 
 
Times table practice 
 
Inverse operations 
(multiplication & 
division) 

Halving 
 
Times table 
practice 
 

 



Science Week 1 Week 2 Week 3 Week 4 Week 5 Week 6 Week 7 

Living things 
and their 
habitats 
 
 
 
 

Dissect and label 
the parts of a 
flower and describe 
the life process of 
reproduction in 
some plants. 

Learn about asexual 
reproduction by 
cloning a basil plant.  

Learn about the 
lifecycle and 
reproduction of 
amphibians and 
insects and draw 
some using 
zoological and 
ecological 
illustrations. 

Learn about the 
lifecycle and 
reproduction of 
mammals and 
birds, describing 
the differences.  

Describe the 
differences in the 
life cycles of a 
mammal, an 
amphibian, an 
insect and a bird 
through creating a 
TV drama. 

Research the life 
cycles of a 
contrasting bird, 
insect, amphibian 
and plant from the 
Rainforest 
Roadshow visit and 
understand their 
life cycle. 
 

Know about the life 
and work of Sir David 
Attenborough.  Role 
play asking and 
answering questions 
to him to 
demonstrate what 
they have learnt. 

Geography Week 1 Week 2 Week 3 Week 4 Week 5 Week 6 Week 7 

The 
Rainforest 
 
 
 

Identify where 
rainforests are 
located and explain 
key physical 
features of 
rainforests 
(climate). 
 

Research and 
communicate 
geographical 
information by 
plotting data about 
rainforest rainfall on 
to a graph. 

Explore the 
features of the 
rainforest in 
relation to the 
different layers. 

 

Rainforest 
Roadshow visit 

Use geographical 
language to explain 
physical features of 
the rainforest.  
Write a senses 
journey, travelling 
through the 
rainforest layers, 
and plan for the 
description to be 
written next week. 
 

Research, and 
become familiar 
with, the creatures 
living in each layer 
of the rainforest. 

Understand the 
effects of 
deforestation. 

Art/DT Week 1 Week 2 Week 3 Week 4 Week 5 Week 6 Week 7 

 
 
 
 
 

Critically analyse 
the style of artists 
and use this to 
inform their own 
work – sketching a 
rainforest animal. 

Explore drawing 
techniques to sketch 
a rainforest animal. 

Critically analyse 
the artist John Dyer 
to understand his 
style and inspire 
their ‘Spirit of the 
Rainforest’ artwork. 
 

Explore different ideas in sketchbooks by 
drawing small sketches adapted to the 

style of John Dyer. 

Create ‘Spirit of the Rainforest’ artwork. 
 
Evaluate own and peers work by analysing 
the techniques used and looking for styles 
of John Dyer adopted into their work. 

Computing Week 1 Week 2 Week 3 Week 4 Week 5 Week 6 Week 7 

Digital 
Citizenship 
 
 

Finding my media 
balance.  
 

What is clickbait and 
how can you avoid 
it? 

How do gender 
stereotypes shape 
our experiences 
online? 
 
 

How do you keep 
online friendships 
safe? 

What is cyber 
bulling and what 
can you do to stop 
it? 

What are the 
important parts of 
an online news 
article? 
 

 



RE/PSHE Week 1 Week 2 Week 3 Week 4 Week 5 Week 6 Week 7 

PSHE – Being 
me in my 
world 
 
RE- Where 
can people 
find guidance 
on how to 
live their 
lives? 
 
 

My year ahead. 
 
 
 
Growth mindset 
activity.  Children to 
reflect on how they 
can have a more 
positive mindset and 
record ideas to 
display in class for 
the year. 

Being me in Britain. 
 
 
 
Understand that a 
wedding is a way for a 
family to celebrate 
the union of two 
people. 

Year 5 
responsibilities. 
 
 
Understand what 
happens in a 
Christian wedding 
ceremony and 
explain why 
marriage is 
important to 
Christians. 

Rewards and 
consequences. 
 
 
Understand what 
happens in a Jewish 
wedding ceremony 
and explain why 
marriage is 
important to Jews. 
 

Our learning 
charter. 
 
 
Understand what 
happens in a Jewish 
wedding ceremony 
and explain why 
marriage is 
important to Jews. 
 

Owning our learning charter. 
 
 
Compare the similarities and differences 
between wedding ceremonies in different 
religions.  

Music Week 1 Week 2 Week 3 Week 4 Week 5 Week 6 Week 7 

Charanga 
 
Song: 
Livin’ on a 
Prayer 
 
 
 

Appreciate and 
understand a wide 
range of high-quality 
live and recorded 
music – Listen to 
Bon Jovi’s ‘Livin’ on 
a Prayer’. 
 
 
Learn to sing Livin’ 
on a Prayer. 

Appreciate and 
understand a wide 
range of high-quality 
live and recorded 
music – Listen to 
Queen’s ‘We Will 
Rock You’. 
 
 
Listen with attention 
to detail and recall 
sounds.  Continue 
practicing the song, 
adding in instruments. 

Appreciate and 
understand a wide 
range of high-quality 
live and recorded 
music – Listen to 
Deep Purple’s 
‘Smoke on the 
Water’. 
 
Improvise using the 
interrelated 
dimensions of music 
and perform the 
song in an 
ensemble. 

Appreciate and 
understand a wide 
range of high-quality 
live and recorded 
music – Listen to 
Status Quo’s 
‘Rocking All Over the 
World’. 
 
Improvise and 
compose using the 
interrelated 
dimensions of music 
and perform the 
song in an 
ensemble. 

Appreciate and 
understand a wide 
range of high-quality 
live and recorded 
music – Listen to 
Chuck Berry’s 
‘Johnny B. Goode’. 
  
Continue to 
improvise and 
compose using the 
interrelated 
dimensions of music 
and perform the 
song in an 
ensemble. 

Appreciate and understand a wide range of 
high-quality live and recorded music – Listen 
to The Beatles’ ‘I Saw Her Standing There’. 
 
Final rehearsal within groups before their 
ensemble’s performance.  Children use their 
voices and play musical instruments with 
increasing accuracy, fluency, control and 
expression. 

PE Week 1 Week 2 Week 3 Week 4 Week 5 Week 6 Week 7 

5F 
 
 
5H  

Indoor: Dance                           Outdoor: Orienteering with Rees Sports 
 
 
Swimming 

 


